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20th March  2020 
Funding Update – Covid-19
Scottish Government Funding  
Scottish Government Funding Package for those affected by Covid-19 

A £350 million funding package for those most affected by the coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic. 
Local councils, charities, businesses and community groups will be eligible for the funding. It is designed to be 
flexible to enable them to respond swiftly and according to local need for people impacted economically or 
through reduced contact with society, including anyone struggling to access food. 
The Fund will be disbursed by Firstport, Social Investment Scotland and the Corra Foundation 
The mechanisms for application to these funds will be updated when available:  
https://scvo.org/support/covid-19/funding-available 
 

To see how funders are responding to the Covid-19 for existing grantees: 
https://scvo.org/support/covid-19/how-funders-are-responding  

 
 

Funds for Community Groups  
Third Sector Resilience Fund:  

The Third Sector Resilience Fund will support organisations across the third sector who are at risk of closure due 
to a sharp decrease in income or that are unable to deliver their services during this difficult period. The fund will 
distribute £20m of emergency funds over the coming months. 
The Fund will be disbursed by Firstport, Social Investment Scotland and the Corra Foundation and will 
provide grants between £5,000-£100,000.  
In addition there will be up to a further £5m available in fully flexible, 0% interest loans starting at £50,000. 

Contact: Social Investment Scotland 
https://www.socialinvestmentscotland.com/    
(platform for disbursement coming soon) Note: Firstport & Corra Foundation have no pages on this as yet. 

 
 A £70 million Food Fund 

Food Fund will help organisations in the public, private and voluntary sectors address issues of food insecurity, 
especially for older people, and families who may not be able to rely on free school meals  

 
A £50 million Wellbeing Fund 

Wellbeing Fund will help charities and others who require additional capacity to work with at-risk people who 
may be worst affected by the crisis, including homeless people and those experiencing fuel poverty 

 
 A £40 million Supporting Communities Fund 

Supporting Communities Fund will be used to support the rapidly growing and inspiring community efforts at a 
local level which will be vital to national resilience, including supporting people at risk because of age, isolation, 
carers, homeless people and asylum seekers and signposting people to sources of help such as applying for 
benefits 
 

Statutory Funding 
Scottish Welfare Fund 

£45 million will be added to the existing Scottish Welfare Fund which makes Community Grants and Crisis Grants 
available to those in immediate need. Local authorities will be given more flexibility in how it is used to ensure 
they can fully support people in financial crisis, including workers in the ‘gig economy’. 

 
A £70 million Food Fund 

Food Fund will help organisations in the public, private and voluntary sectors address issues of food insecurity, 
especially for older people, and families who may not be able to rely on free school meals  

https://scvo.org/support/covid-19/how-funders-are-responding
https://www.socialinvestmentscotland.com/


 
 

A £50 million Wellbeing Fund 
Wellbeing Fund will help charities and others who require additional capacity to work with at-risk people who 
may be worst affected by the crisis, including homeless people and those experiencing fuel poverty 

 
 A £40 million Supporting Communities Fund 

Supporting Communities Fund will be used to support the rapidly growing and inspiring community efforts at a 
local level which will be vital to national resilience, including supporting people at risk because of age, isolation, 
carers, homeless people and asylum seekers and signposting people to sources of help such as applying for 
benefits 

 
£50 million will go to meet an anticipated increase in applications for the existing Council Tax Reduction Scheme 

and Scottish social security benefits 
 
https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/coronavirus/help-for-communities 
.  
Business / Social Enterprise  
 Billions of Pounds of Extra Support for Businesses During Coronavirus Outbreak 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rishi Sunak, has announced further government support to protect the 
country's businesses against the economic impacts caused by the coronavirus. 
The new measures include unlimited loans and guarantees to support firms and help them manage cash flows 
through this period. The Chancellor will make available an initial £330 billion of guarantees – equivalent to 15% of 
UK GDP. 

 
A £70 million Food Fund 

Food Fund will help organisations in the public, private and voluntary sectors address issues of food insecurity, 
especially for older people, and families who may not be able to rely on free school meals  

 
A £50 million Wellbeing Fund 

Wellbeing Fund will help charities and others who require additional capacity to work with at-risk people who 
may be worst affected by the crisis, including homeless people and those experiencing fuel poverty 

 
 Support for Scotland's Businesses in Response to Coronavirus 

The Scottish Government has instigated new measures to limit the impact of the coronavirus on the business 
community in Scotland. 
Finance Secretary Kate Forbes has announced that the following steps will be put in place to support businesses 
during the 2020-21 financial year: 
• A 75% rates relief for retail, hospitality and leisure sectors with a rateable value of less than £69,000 from 1 

April 2020. 
• An £80 million fund to provide grants of at least £3,000 to small businesses in sectors facing the worst 

economic impact of COVID-19. 
• 1.6% rates relief for all properties across Scotland, effectively reversing the planned below inflation uplift in 

the poundage from 1 April 2020. 
• A fixed rates relief of up to £5,000 for all pubs with a rateable value of less than £100,000 from 1 April 2020. 

 
Businesses should contact their local Business Gateway to see what support is available. 
https://www.bgateway.com/resources/coronavirus-support   
   

For more funding ideas and a chance to do your own funding search, check our funding webpage  
http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/community-life-and-leisure/grants-and-funding 

 
 

For more information on Scottish Government Funding check out this webpage 
https://www.gov.scot/news/helping-communities-affected-by-covid-19/  

 
 
 

https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/coronavirus/help-for-communities
https://www.bgateway.com/resources/coronavirus-support
http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/community-life-and-leisure/grants-and-funding
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